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Abstract

The paper seeks to delve in to the mystery that lingers in Walt Whitman's work. The cabined
ships of sea’. The poem was published in the anthology of poems entitled Leaves of Grass, The
collection of poems was first published in 1855.0ther poems in the collection are mysterious
indeed. This particular piece of work has a powerful speech blend with transcendentalism and
mystery. Both are in fact one. Another worthwhile aspect is how the theory of structuralism
and Transcendentalism are interwoven, It looks in to the issue of syntax, vecabulary, meanings|
derived from the words used in the poem thereby arriving at a conclusion that the linguistic
structure bore philosophical elements as well. It has been found out that the linguistic elements
indeed have a profound impact on moulding ideologies. Transcendentalism is a philosophical
way of thinking, which gives more emphasis to individualism and emphasizing the importance
of the nature. These elements are inherent in the poetical work of Walt Whitman, He was
deeply influenced by the works of Thoreau and Emerson; two prominent figures in American
transcendentalism. The Method adopted to study the research topic is structuralism. This

literary theory posits three aspects, viz; Interpretation (Hermeneutics), correlation of other
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ideclogies to say, how the poem is relational to transcendentalism and how syntactical
elements culminates to the formation of philosophical notiens inherent in the poem. The
theory of structuralism postulates the relational and interconnection of two ideas.
Structuralism perceives everything relational, there is nothing called 'stark distinction', The
paper tries to establish that in the realm of hermeneutics: poetical works are interpreted using
the frame work of structuralism. The word 'obscure' delineates the notion of mystery.
Analyzing Whitman's poem takes us to nether world, a world of mystery and fantasy unlike the
earthly world. The linguistic components culminate In this regard. Thus, this paper tries to find
out the philosophical overtone through the method of the theory of structuralism. A similar
method s being incorporated in analysing the Obscurity and  Interpretation of
Transcendentalisrm of Walt Whitman's poetry where , “The Cabined ships of 5ea " based on

Structuralism , Hermenuetics , Mimansa and Indology can be brought into consideration.

Key words : Hermeneutics, Struturalism, Mimansa and Indology.

Funding : Mo funding received.
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The beauty and values enshrined in the poem 'In cabined ship at sea’, penned by acclaimed
American poet , Walt Whitman[1819-1892] indeed made a mark on the readers mind. The lines
are capiivating, takes reader to another dimension. The word 'obscurity’ pervades from the
beginning till the end. “"Obscure” is synonymous with Whitman's sense of poetry. His poem
never lauded materialistic achievements, but stressed the significance of soul. In his preface to

1855 edition of his magnum opus Leaves of grass he stated about significance and vitality of
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soul, He says: “The largeness of natre or nation were monstrous without corresponding
largeness and generosity of the spirit of the citizen. Not nature nor swarming states, nor streets
and steamships, nor prosperous business, nor farms, nor capital, nor leaming may suffice for the
ideal man......a live nation can always cut a deep mark and can have the best authority the
cheapest namely from it's own soul'{Whitman502).1t is evident from his quote that Materialism is
banned from the vicinity of his poetry and give much importance to spiritualism, the soul. In this
regard he emphasized the characteristic of an ideal Americal The nation), it constitutes the spirit
not materialism{Contradicted w Karl Marx  his contemporary). This astounding poem throws
light aspirations of sailors, their experience while sailing and their reminiscence of the land,
Every word in the line of the poem has a rendition of mystery. Words like "Cabined ships" |

"sea" Mether”,"pulsation”, "dense”, "buoy™ are indeed shrouded in mystery, Even lines like:

“Or some bark buoyed on the dense marine.......

the vague and vast suggestion of the briny world"

These lines suggest the mystery that conceals in every word, A poet who tends towards nature is
rather bizzare, Walter Whitman is one chief advocates nature, The idea of the paramountancy of
the nature stemmed from romanticism as well as Transcendentalism. The genesis of the
intellectual thought called Transcendentalism 15 attributed to the works of American
philosophers Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David Thoureau. The former cast deep influence
over Whitman. It is widely believed that the “leaves of Grass” were published at the instance of
Emerson. Transcendentalist thought are predominant in USA prior to civil war. It became the
norm of American culture for a decade. It reached zenith during 1840-1860.Eminent literary

figures of the age professed the weology of transcendentalism.MH Abrams, American literary
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critic opined: “Transcendentalists were grounded in feeling and intuition...._.an ethics of
individualism that stressed self= trust, self-reliance and self-sufficiency™[Abrams410).Elements
of this opinion is echoed in Whitman's poetry. Being one of the poems in the anthology Leaves

of grass. individualism is highly resonated throughout the lines.

Another noteworthy aspect is the bridge between structuralism and Transcendentalism. This
discipline of literary theory never emphasis the importance of text. It denies the meaning
inherent in text, but assimilates foreign elements as well. A foreign element refers 1o the factors
exterior of the text. For instance, to study a piece of work never focus the text itself a reader
should eonsider certain factors such as @ context and genres. This is the nub of structuralism. This
proposition applics to the reading of Cabined ship at sea. The poem can be interpreted as man's
quest for triumph.  There are certain sign that denotes this idea, Consider the word ocean. As
structuralists perceive there is no inherent meaning (Conventional meaning) in a word. Man
creates meaning hence 1t 15 conventional, But the Sausseranian thought compel us to think
differently, The word ocean has different meaning, The conventional meaning of ocean is a body
of water. Ocean signifies the color blue. Another implication of the term is vast or wide.
Consider one of the lines of the poem” the boundless blue on every side expanding’. I's an
attribute to Ocean. Another instance is the usage of the phrase” lone bark’. Bark is o translated
from the French word Barque which denotes a ship or a vessel. Astounding fact is the translation
displaces idea. Despite considering theme as an example of homophone, it is important to look at
meanings likely to be interchanged. Bark in English refers to a loud noise, the constituent part of
the tree as well. Perception varies: reader may imagine that object as a piece of wood floating
over the water. In fact vessels of Whitman's times are made of wood. He might consider the

vessel as piece of wood, The bark indeed attributed to wood Structuralism unearths truth in a
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different manner. 1t comes under the broader realm of the Hermeneutics. Another aspect to
ponder is the contrasts and their cultural significance (as espoused by French structuaralist,
Roland Barthes). Barthes mentions the cultural code, Cultural code is one of the classifications
made to analyze the story. In this respect, individualistic text-centered approach is of secondary|
importance, but assessment of text is done on the basis of larger context, generalized conception,

precisely. Consider the following lines:

“Houndless vista and the horizon far and dim are all here

And this 1s ocean’s poem.”

As mentioned earlier ocean denotes the meaning vast . In this regard, meaning of the line is
modified .t is interpreted in both way and using different ideologies  through generalizing them.
Relating with the realm of philosaphy, the above lines are interpreted as life  vast and dim. The
word” Dim™ has negative connotation also indicate obscure elements of the poem. Another
rendition of these lines is the nature. Word such as Vista and horizon denotes nature. Thus a
reader can assume the intention of the reader as well. Stereotype is another essential feature of

cultural code, There is a speck of wilderness in the poem as well, For instance, Lines such as:

“Bear fort to them folded my love (dear mariners for you | fold it here in every leaf)...__....

Spread your white sails, my litle bark athwart.”

These lines are rather obscure and have negative connotation. Henceforth these lines are
mysterious indeed. Readers can denive any meaning out of it, They alter the very structure of this

fine as well,
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Another significant aspect is how structuralism pave the way for Transcendentalism in relation to
the poem? Structuralism, being interpretative in nature changes the inner meaning of the text and
brings forth new meaning (o the text, The poem indeed has philosophical elements and the
altered premise of the poem is to seek the truth, Author intends the tone and tenor of the poem in
different perspective. Words such as *faith®, "destiny® words that delineates nature like Ocean,
sky, waves, land as well indicates transcendentalist elements. Sometimes the reader may feel that
Whitman is absorbed in nature, This is the essence of Transcendentalism, Structuralism and
transcendentalism has similar tone and tenor. Transcendentalism has affinity towards nature. The
shrill of nature echoes in the poem. Even nature has life .The figure of speech used in the poem

is personification. Personification gives human attributed to non —living object.

In the end, it is possible to perceive a poem in a structuralist way of thought. It unravels truth and

highlights concealed secrets, It is interpretive in nature and derive a different proposition,

Critical Appreciation

Mimansa and Vedic Hermenuetics dealt with Vedanta and Upanisads can form a foreground

principles in analysing poetry, where Indology can play a crucial role .

A possible analysis based on structuralism and founding text of Mimamsa and it's principles
can develop a | historically and philosophically influenced understandings of poems. A similar
method 18 being  incorporated  in analysing  the  Obscurity  and Interpretation of
Transcendentalism of Walt Whitman’s poetry where , “The Cabined ships of Sea ™ based on

Structuralism , Hermenuetics . Mimansa and Indology can be brought into consideration.

Vedic hermeneutics perceptions in the eritical interpretation of text leads to it's origin on

Vedas, which are inturn based on well known Hindu texts in the filed . Top hermeneutic school,
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Mimansa and it's  percetion of Dharma and way of life has its own sensibilities in Vedic
understanding through Hermenuetic school. Mimamsa and the critical works on Mimansa by
well known authors are quite valuable in developing a comparative study of poems using

structuralism and Indology and Hermenuetics.
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ANALYSIS OF THE NYAYA-VAISESIKA
THEORY OF RAMAKRSNA BHATTA’S
TARKACANDRIKA WITH SPECIAL
REFERENCE TO SAMAVAYA

Kushal Kumar Khajanchi

Abstract:

Samavaya are the sixth and final substance in the
list of substances of the Vaisesika tradition. Samavaya
is a type of relationship. In addition to Samavaya, the
Nyaya-Vaisesika school acknowledges Samyoga,
Svaripa etc. In this article, the topic of Samavaya is a
special matter of Ramakrsna Bhatta's Tarkacandrika.
The discussion of the indication, characteristic,
examples etc. can be seen in his text. Although Acarya
Viswanatha has objected to the unity of the Samavaya,
such objections are not found in the writings of
Ramakrsna Bhatta. Tarkacandrikda  written by
Ramakrsna, is a compendium on the philosophy of
Nyaya-VaiSesika. The author discusses the various
decisions of the theory of Nyaya-Vaisesika philosophy
from his own point of view, which gives the spatiality of
his book. While reading his book, there are some
similarities between the words of other prominent
similar philosophical texts, but the picture of one's own
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is not less. He is especially a philosopher of the
Navyanyaya tradition.

Key words:

Ayutasiddha, Comparison, Dravya, Inference,
Padartha, Perception, Sambandha, Testimony.

l. Introduction:

Nyaya is a realistic philosophy, mainly based of
logic. It is also system of epistemology. Vaisesika
develops metaphysics and ontology. According to
Nyaya there are four methods of knowledge, these are
perception or pratyaksa, inference or anumana,
comparison or upamana and testimony or $abda.
According to the Vaisesika philosophy, Samavaya is
one of the most special substance. Nyaya recognizes
sixteen categories and includes all the seven categories
of the vaisesikas in one of them called prameya or the
knowledge. Therefore, according to the Vaisesika,
Prameya is the chief.

After that the two older Indian philosophical traditions,
the Nyaya and the Vaisesika, developed in parallel until,
at some point in the 1™ o 154 century, they merged to
from a new school, called Navyanyaya. Navyanyaya
techniques proved to be so versatile that they were
employed, not just by philosophers, but also in poetics,
linguistics, legal theory and other domains of medieval
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Indian thought. The foundational text of this school was
Gangesa’s Tattvacintamani. Also, reaching with the
heights works of Raghunatha, Jagadisa, Gadadhara,
Visvanatha, Annambhatta, Kesavamisra, Ramakrsna
Bhatta etc.

Il. The relationship of Tarkacandrika with nyaya-
vaisesika philosophy:

The indications of compendium have been clearly
mentioned in the ‘Parasara Upapurana'—

RAD SIS IRAGTIR Y|
3MTg: THROT ATH TYNE fufdyc: | |

Such is the same text of the compendium of
Ramakrsna Bhatta’s Tarkacandrika of Nyaya-Vaisesika
philosophy. At the beginning of the book, the prostration
of Ganesa is offered. Remembering the sages like
Gautama etc., this book, written by the author, is a
brilliant source of its own interpretive style, even if the
compendium is equivalent to other similar books.

Ramakrsna Bhatta’s Tarkacandrika written on the book
Nyaya-Vaisesika philosophy is a remarkable
unpublished addition. Perception (Pratyaksa), inference
(Anumana), comparison (Upamana) and testimony
(Sabda) are discussed in detail here. In the explanation
of the chapter on inference, the author has mentioned
exactly about the treatise (karika) of Bhasaparicchedah.
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Il. The relationship of Tarkacandrika with nyaya-
vaisesika philosophy:

The indications of compendium have been clearly
mentioned in the 'Farasara Upapurana—

IR NS TRABTIR [RIdH |
3{Tg: W01 A8 TS Faofa: ||

Such is the same text of the compendium of
Ramakrsna Bhatta's Tarkacandrika of Nyaya-Vaisesika
philosophy. At the beginning of the book, the prostration
of Ganesa is offered. Remembering the sages like
Gautama etc., this book, written by the author, is a
brilliant source of its own interpretive style, even if the
compendium is equivalent to other similar books.

REamakrsna Bhatta's Tarkacandrikd written on the book
Myaya-Vaisesika philosophy is  a  remarkable
unpublished addition. Perception (Pratyaksa), inference
(Anumana). comparison (Upamana) and testimony
(Sabda) are discussed in detail here. In the explanation
of the chapter on inference, the author has mentioned
exactly about the treatise (karikd) of Bhasaparicchedah.
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word ‘Nityapraptih’ for the signs of Samavaya. So it can
be said that samavaya are eternal and related. Various
Navyanyaya philosophers have given the definition of
inherence from their own point of view. Annambhatta
says ‘OEIGR: GHAR:, SRIARIGAR: Finally,
Annambhatta gave a beautiful explanation of the word.
‘Ayutasiddhabrtti’ in clear language. He says that

TGAHE  UHY  Sfewag  SfRIfadarefand  d
&Fﬂﬂﬁ?ﬁ I° Ke$avamiéra discussed on samavaya
‘SRARIGH: FIR: FHAR: | Samavaya or inherence
are not excluded from the point of view of Ramakrsna

Bhatta, the author of Tarkacandrikd. He is a renowned
Naiyayik of the seventeenth century. Samavaya have

been explained from his point of view ‘3{JYcp Ryest:
TG qHAT: |

IV. The knowledge of causation with Samavaya

Causation is an important role in all branches of
Indian philosophy. The conception of reality of every
school of Indian philosophy depends upon the theory of
causation. Mah&mahopadhyaya Pandit Mahesa
Chandra Nyayaratna says that importance of causality
is logical and metaphysical are two types. The concept
of Samavaya seems to have evolved in connection with
the theory of causation. It explains the existence of an
effect in its cause or in other words, the existence of
one substance in another substance in such a way that
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both of them occupy the same space. Kanada does not
speak of qualities, actions or universals to be residing in
their substances by the relation of inherence. He
defines inherence as "that which produces in respect of
cause and effect the concept of this being contained in
that".? The inherence thus makes the relation of cause
and effect as that of the container and the contained. It
appears that once the relation of inherence was
established in connection with the theory of causation,
its scope was extended to the existence of qualities,
actions or universals in their substances. Acarya
Visvanatha declares that inherence is occupied as a
separate category for the behalf of laghava. He points
out if an effect were held to be existing in its cause or
qualities etc., existing in their substances by the very
nature of their substrata (instead of inherence), then the
substrata being endless, relations would also be
endless. It would, thus, lead to a unnecessary
multiplication of assumptions, hence it was better to
accept one separate relation called Samewéya.10

V. Samyoga and Samavaya

Although the sarhyoga is called relation in the
philosophy of Nyaya-Vaisesika, there are many
differences between sarhyoga and samavaya.
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1. Samavaya is a distinct substance. But the samyoga
was not called matter. samyoga has been said to
include quality.

2. Samavaya have been called perpetual relations. If
the samavaya is impermanent, its origin is also
accepted from three reasons. Samavaya are not
destroyed as permanent and individual.

The sarhyoga is impermanent. Where there is a
samyoga, the section at the end is seen. For example,
the sarhyoga of the crow in the tree or the samyoga of
the hand and the book is destroyed at the end of the
division. On the other hand, the samavaya relationship
between the kapala and the pot does not end there.

3. The sarhyoga is in both products. But a samavaya
relationship can be between two substances or
between two substances that are not both.

4. Samyoga is abnormality. That is to say, the authority
in which the sarmyoga exists also lacks it. For example,
if there is a monkey-sarhyoga in a tree, it can be said
that there is a lack of monkey-samyoga. Because there
is no monkey-samyoga at the top of the tree. But it is
about the spread of samavaya. There are forms of
samavaya. But it cannot be said which part of the pot
has form, which part lacks form. Many more differences
are known.
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VI. Samavaya is criticized by different philosopher

The Nyaya-Vaisesika doctrine of Samavaya was
very much criticized by many thinkers. Samavaya have
been not recognized in any other Indian philosophy
other than Prabhakar Mimarhsa and Nyaya-Vaisesika.

Prabhakar acknowledged the Samavaya. But according
to him, Samavaya can be permanent and impermanent.
If the ayutasiddha substances are eternal, their
Samavaya will be eternal. If the ayutsiddha substances
are eternal and impermanent or impermanent, their
Samavaya will be impermanent.  Prabhakar
acknowledges that Samavaya are many. "

According to Nyaya-Vaisesika, Samavaya is eternal
and one. According to them, it is a fault to acknowledge
different Samavaya in different instances. Guna in
Dravya, Jati in Vyakti, Visesa in Nityadravya, so
everywhere in this container, this content is such a
monotonous knowledge. There is no difference in that
knowledge. Therefore, the Vaisesika do not accept the
Samavaya as a Samyoga. '

Sankardcarya and others have raised various
objections against Samavaya. They say, what is meant
by ayutsiddha substance? If ayutsiddha means matter-
does not separate, then their relationship cannot be the
fulfillment of Samavaya in the absence of dharmi
because dharmi is not perfect. Again, if it means
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ayutsiddha substance - the two substances that are
inexplicably perfect, then their relationship cannot be
the perfection of the Samavaya because the two
religions are not different. It is reasonable to
acknowledge their relationship only if the two are
different.’

Moreover, the relations between the two Samavaya are
very different and their Samavaya are also very
different. Vedantist asks: In order to associate two very
different relations (such as pot and its form) one has to
accept very different Samavaya, in order to associate
Samavaya in those two very different relations one has
to accept another Samavaya in addition to oneself. In
order to make a relationship between the two, one has
to accept another Samavaya. In this way, fault will
arise. So Samavaya are imperft—:-c:t.14

In response to this, it can be said that even though the
Vaisesika community acknowledges the additional
relation called Samavaya, it does not call it adopted, it
calls it independent. Just as a Sarmyoga is made up of
two relatives, so a Samavaya is not connected to
another by such a relationship. Where the Samavaya is,
it is SvarOpa Samvandha, not about Samyoga or
Séménya.15 So, Samavaya do not wait for any other|
relationship. So the objection of non-compliance is not
reasonable.
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In Bhatta Mimarmsa and Vedanta philosophy, identity
has been recognized instead of Samavaya. According
to them, tadatmya means discrimination or
discrimination-tolerant unity, so in some part difference,
in some part unity. In Nyaya-Vaisesika philosophy,
tadatmya means unity. According to Bhatta and
Vedanti, the relationship between the two substances
cannot be Samavaya. In this case, the pot is the
container and the form is the content. So pots and
forms are not identical, since the same substance does
not have a container-content. Again, pot and form are
not completely different, since those two do not exist
separately. So the relationship between pot and form is
Bhedabheda.

Nyaya-Vaisesika says that Bhedabheda is against each
other, so it cannot be in the same container. So
Samavaya are undeniable.'®

VIl. Conclusion:

Based on the above study it can be concluded that
directly or indirectly everything in Nyaya-VaiSesika
philosophical theory depends on Samavaya and at the
same time the discussion on inherence (Samavaya) in
Ramakrsna Bhatta's Tarkacandrika is not left out. Each
and every Dravya in this universe possesses Guna and
Karma, relation between Dravya and Guna as well as
between Dravya and its Karma are related with each
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other by Samavaya. Advaita Vedantins do not accept
the difference between Dravya and Guna, according to
them Guna is the Dravya itself. They said that without
dualism there is no inherence. However, Nyaya-
Vaisesikas are realists and they are also pluralists so
the plurality of things may be related or not. It can also
be temporal or substantial.
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“Those who are pious, courageous, have gained insight into the reality, free from jealousy, attains success in this yoga and
not those who are envious,”™ 7T 7 Wqﬁ'ﬂ I, I FTEETATA AT ST W EERIRIECIED
st |
‘ﬁ'l’flﬁ':ﬁﬂ'flf_ﬁ':'snys the voga is sense of joining. It implies union with God and the means to attain that union”,
fsETfE=T"says this yoga aims at the conscious union with the divine in the super mind and the transformation of]
the nature. The ordinary Yogas go straight from Mind into some futureless condition of the cosmic silence and through it try

Lo disappear upward into the highest. .

B.K.S.Ivengar Says “Yoga is like music. The rhyme of the body, the melody of the mind, and harmony of the soul, create
symphony of life”.
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Abstract:

The Word “Truth’ is abstract and hence dithicult to define. It is simply opposed
to falsehood. Tt is synonymous to the Sanskrit word *Satva.’ The term ‘Truth’
aencrally indicates the agreement with the Tacls or reality. We lind there are
many theories aboul the nulure of “Truth’, Bul though there 15 noe unanimous)y
aecepled defimition of e word “Truth” mothe acaderme circle, 1018 consicered
ws g cardinal virlue in almost all Ancienl Indian Texts, This paper allemply
explore the concept of *Truth® in the Ancient Indian Texts such as the Fedus)
the Upanisadas, the Maldbhdrata, Yoza Siifrg, and the various sacred texts of

Tainaism and Buddhism.

Introdugtion:

The word “Iruh® iy an English word which s called “Sarva’ m Sanskrl
language. The Sanskyit word “Safee Lliterally meuns thul which is rue, real,
actual, zenuine, trustworthy or valid. The word “Sotva’ is derived from two
words namely “Sai’ and “Tw'. “Sor” denotes to “heing” or ‘reality” and ‘to be’.
“Ya© refers to fadvancing', “supporting’, “hold up® ete. Thus, the whole waord

“Sava”™ means that which supports, sustaing and  advanees realivy, boing.
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Agtually “Satva” or “Troth™ i3 g ubsiual and hemes 1 i o defme 31, T
simply opposiad o Galsehosl, There are mamy theorices regaeding the nature of
truth such gz vormespondencee theore, coberent Theory, pranmane theory ele, bul
the genzral and papular meaning of the rerm troth i3 that which iz in aceordance
with fact or rcaliee. Truth §s consicered as the property of an asscmion ar
thought o belicf or sentenes o proposition that genceally denotes  the
azpeement with the facts ar reality. Meeriam Webater defines tuh ag “the bady
ol real thinps, evems and Guels™ oo “Lhe stale ol being e cise”™ The (sl
hictomary delines Truth as “accuacy, aulhenlicily, correciness, exailigss,
lctualily, senoineness, inlecrity, reliohiliy, druch lidvess, vy, verici,
rehaic v::rii}-'“l.Thnugh There i mer wll-agreel defindtion of the waed Inh s
reabend us o cordinal prngiple or yn importame virtue 0o alnost all Angiea, Inidiam
Tewots, Thiz paper allempls 1o eaplone: the convept of Truth in the Ancienl Indian
Tewts vie, The Pedas, the Upomizeedzs, the ddodabfiedoarm, Yous Sfea, aml the
wiriows saered s of Jainaism and Buddhism,

Truth in the ¥edas:

The Feolr 12 the prncipal sacred weol o Hingydsm and oo ooneienl Indian Lol
The werd “Feds’ s demived Tom s Saneknl rool . mwans ‘o knowe”, Thus,
the Feoly contains knewledm: which i3 ctomal. 16 5 of four kinds namcly fip,
Sdere, Yajwe and Arharva. bBach bedo hos four parts- Bedhmapn, Somhila,
Aroppeka and Cponigad, OFf these tour Veolas the §g Fedi ia the chief. In all of
these Medus and cheir pars we find the concepr of tuth as an impeortant and
supreme virmwe inoour Lves and socicty. [tis descriled in many ways lile sacred,
divine, upholder ol dharma, protecion, eernal, pious, remover al'sins, parilier of
body amd  mind, righleowsness, non-violence  (ofimedal,  Justice, harmons,
lorgivenes, impaelialily, sell-conlral, renwnciaticon, compassion, meditalion,

ricdesty, woendness, olemnee ael shove all Tbevaior ol toond soul,
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The Feda considers Truth or Satva as the roor of 'Rra™, L is somelhing divine
and essential without which the entire universe falls apart. As the Fedas
cithody Truth, they are considered ag inviolable and the valid means of verbal
lestimony. The Be Fedo containy many verses related o Truth and emphasizes
that Truth proceads from gods’ and it is the toundation of earth®. In the 10: 190
al the By Feda, we Mod il i said that Safyer or Truth and Bea come st lrom
Divine auslernly, From these two, anses (he whole miverse®, So. Satva ad K
these two are the toundation of this universe. The Rg Feda advocates that two
vires namely Dfigemea and Truth are the first eternal realities oy manifest
during ereation®, 1 also stated thal Truth s the essence of the Sun, 1t s the

extended light of Sun’.

In the Ry Feefa there ure muny rods like frdra, Varupa, Agml. Faye cle. ooy
sod Jndra is described as changeless in truth™, was born of truth®, son of truth'™,
Here we find that truth i3 g0 pious, the Ry Fedo suggests thar who corrupt truth
with falschood, god Agei will bum ther feet. ' The By Veda alse declares that
god Varupo who is the custodian of moral order will rewurd the person who

practices trathfulness and panishes whao practices talsehnod™.
Truth in the Dpanisadas:

The Lust parl of the Fedas 15 Upanisad and (he ceniral theme is 1o scarch the
truth or ultimate reality. The term Lparisad consists of three words viz., *LUod’
means near, ‘A means devoledly and *Sedd means to it down or o desweoy o
1o break. Thus, Cpanised cmbodics knewledge that desiroys chain or shickle ol
iznorance and leads to the true eternal knowledge or liberation. It teaches the
great truth that the cosmic power or Brefman and the eternal soul are same and
idenlical. There are many Upanisacds. Aceonding e Lhe Muktifopaisadd Lhe ol
number of Lpanisads are one hundred and eight. Sarikarfcharya, the great

Fedtuniist, commented on den Upaaeivedy which are considered az  major
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Cipanivad namely ffa, Kena, Kotha, Pradea, Mugdoko, Mandidea, Aifarevs,
Taittiriva, Chhimdogea and Brhaddramatn, Uhe Upanisads also highlight on
the concept and necessity of truth, The KomsTaki Upaewisad declares that
“whoever meditates upon Brobisan or the self becomes truth itself. By knowing
the sell -one gaing 1ruth ™. The Tuittirioa Dpermisad oo stresses that “he who
knows Hralrman sy trulh becomes ame with Him'™, 1 cgugles Truth with
DMarna und prescribes; “speak the truth, conduct vourself according to the
dharna"”, The Brifaddranyake Cpaisad prescribes that we should worship
the self as tuth only'™™ In it we find Seqw or Truth is recoonized as Déarser,
Braluran and the means of Braluncn. “Dharsa i3 but truth only. Therefore,
when i persom spoiks truth, he speaks dharma™, [sce alzo 5.15.070; [lsa 15] In
this {panisad, we find it 1s advised that ene should desire to attain in this life
from talsehood to truth, from darkness to light and from death to immortality.
“evedesta Nol ooy, foimosa wlo Jeotirgoirova, el amefivam
g™ The  Mundaka  Upanived declares that truth alone  iumphs.
(Seryemeha Joyeted'S. Tn it we find, trath is considered as one of the means of
altuimmg sell” alomg with austerily, righl knowledge and iminlerrupled praclice
of celibacy'. In the Sangdiiva Upanisad, we find Sorva or Truth is emphasized
as ane of the Famers or restraint trom falsehood and attachment to reality in
words, thoughts and deeds. The centeal topic of the Chidndowrea Upardsad is to

chisermmimate between the reality of beng and the appestance of becoming.
Truth in the Mahahhdrata

In the Mahahhdrarg, one ol the Tndian Tipics, we [ind Satya or Truth is
comsidered as one of the impeniunl and basic virlwes on which everylhing
depends™. In it is stated

To speak the truth is meririows. There is nothing higher than

ruth, Hverything is upheld by fmuth, und everything resty upon

truth, Even the sinful and ferocious, swear to keep the truth
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amongst themselves, dismiss all grounds of quarrel and uniting
wilh ome anether set themselyes (o their (sinlul) tasks, depending
upon teuth, 1t they behaved falsely towards one another, they

- |
wollld then be destroved without deoubt™ .

Truth in the Yoga -Shfra:

Merkargi Patanjali. the founder of Fogo Philosophy, too attaches immense
importanee on Truth, He i by book Vora-S8teay has mentumed Nve vomas or
virluous mesirainls namely abipsd (non-vielonee or restraml from violenec),
Satra (lruth or restraint from lalschood), asteya (non-stealing or restruint from
stealing).freeshmachar e (celibacy or restraint from sexually cheating on one's
pariner); and gpeeigrahe (restraml from covetonsness and eravma), Like other
Indian texts Patanjali too advocates truth in words, thoughts and deeds =, To
show the impartance and necessity of Truth, Mebors? in Fogo-Seiieas said."As
truthlulness Csanval is achivved, the froils of actions naturally result aceording W

the will of the Yoo, {safva pratisthayam frivaphala ashravanany

Truth in Jainism:

Chie of the oldest philosophics and religions of Indis is Juimisim. 1Ly Gamous for
its Ethics which contains lot of virtues required for peaceful hiving. Like other
Indian Philosophical schools, Tainism belicves in liberation and prescribes a
delfimile palh lor allainmg such  liberation. ‘The path consists of  Right
knowledge, Right Faith and Right Conduct known as Three Jewels in Jainism.
These Three Jewels are interdependent. Right knowledee comes from Right
Faith {laith om (cachings of ITtharkar or liberated soul) and removes Talse
knowledge or ignorance, the root cause of Bondage through Right Conduct. In

Taina Tithica, we [ind five conducis [or aaining liberation, are advocated
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strctly for Vomks which are known as Five Greal Yows ov Panchamahinerar
These Five Gireal Vows are as [ollows:

“Hansantastevabrofmaparigrabebinve  vivarimratam™ e, abslaining  rom
injury, falsehood, stealing, unchastity and attachment are the Great Five Vows)
Thus, one of the Cardinal Principles of Jainism is desisting falsehood and
practice tuihfulness. Truthfulness includes rencuneing anger, greed. cowardicd
and jest and speaking harmless words. Tn Screvirifusicleli
i Aot Texl, i 15 stiled Lthals
“Kradhalobhabbivunahasvapravakhyandmanmvicibhdsanamea  panca’™, I
Juinism, pampering in meaningless and vneonirolled speech oul of arrogance iy

i,

We find the general meaning of Truth iz not telling lie. Jaime  texd
Sourvarthoviddls  defines  falsehood  that s opposed  of  tuth  as

. — Miya
*Ascelabhidhimameanriam ™

cAceording 1o this, Joino lext Ram s drath, S
Anptonr 1w Falschowd, In this wext we Gnd 1 is sad thal speaking what s nol
commendable or laudable is untruth or falsehood, To explain what is not
laudabli the wesl advocales: "that which causcs pain and sulTering 1o the hiving
is nut commendible, whether it refers to actual Tiels or nol*™, Thus, sccording

3 Pox - - =K
to this text, those words that cause injury form falaehood ™.

Ancther Joima wexl, Purusartbasdddiapavae delines Talschosd ws wstalemenl

that is canstituted out of passion and thus not praiseworthy™ The text says tha
“All these subdivisions (injury, falsshood, stealing, unchastiry, and attaclunent)
are fifmsd as indulgence in these sullies the pure nature of the soul. Falsehood
etc. have been mentioned separately only to make the disciple understand

i 2 sy - - - S il
through illustratons ™. Tn thig teal we (ind Towe ypes ol Talsehood ™.

1. The lst type of falsehood 1y the statement which negates the existence of o

thing whicl 1s existent with respect to its dravya, fSetra, fala and the dave Le
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its substance, place where it exiata, the tine of it existence and the features
intnsically cxists in il Tespectively,

2. The second type of talsehond is a declaration that confirms the existence of'a
thing that docs nol actually exist with respect W he kserrakdla and the Alriva
Lo, place where it exists, the time of its existence and the features casentially
exists in it respectively.

3. Ihe third kind of falschood s an assertion thut declares the existence ol 4
thing as anether thing with respect to the nature of the substance or dravie. Tor
inglance, Lo call a dog, a cow.

4, The condenmable, sinful and distasielul specch s the fourth kind of
falzehood,

The twxl defines “condenmable specch s a speceh thal consisls of such
statrements which are malicious, disdaintul, harsh, meaningless, gossip and
contrary to the seripture. Sinful statements are those that engage other people in
morcing, splitting, beating, plowghing, trading or stealing and other activitics
lewdmy (o destruction of e, Distustclul or ynpleasanl specches my be Lhe
cause of discomfart, tear, anger, hostilicy and grief of others. The root cause of
all these four typey of Falschood 18 passion. Henee latmsm considers Galschood

L - - i 1
as a kind of higsad or viokenee™,

Trath is s0 important in Jainism that Saivesteldirae or speaking the trath is
reeiled by the Jafng ascetivs Lwive a day al the tme ol thar pratiframeancniiual,
In Jainism,we tind Truth means refraining trom telling lie as far as it does not
cause any pain, hurt, or death of any living creature. That means one should
speak harmless trath only. Troth should be 3 wholesome and pleasant. Joimey
suggest Ual truth must be praclsed in specch. decd and mind, We should not
tell lie, indulge others to do 50 or endorse of such doings. According to the

Jaias, under the influence of passions like anger, greed, delusion, pride is
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produced untrwth, So. such type passion should be comtrolled in ovder 1o observe
truth i speech, mind gnd decd.In Banism, speaking uniruth iy g kind ol Bimsd

. . . . EES
{viclenee) as il harms the real nature of 4 living being™.

Truth in Buddhism:

DBuddhism, another important philosophy and religion of Tndia. also pus
cnormeous impoctance on Teath or vight. T helieves in liberation and preaches
that Truth or Aght leads vy such Bberation, 1L presches Four Nable Truths or
carvent Amva Speeerr il consisls of Lihere is sullering in this world, 2,
Suffering hus cause, 3, end of suffering is possible and 4. there is way of
cessation of suttering known as Noble Fighttold Path which consists of eight
practices namely right knowledee, right resolve, right speech, right conduct,
right livelithood, right effowt, right mindfulness, and right concentration or
verrrdcthi.

S, mighl ot rue speeeh s Lhe third path of the Noble Eightfold Path leadmg o
liberation, In the Majifima Nibdve . a Gunous Buddhist text, right speech or
samyag-vac is definedas four abstentions namely abstention trom lving, from
divisive tale-bearing, from abusive speech, & from idle chatrer™.

The Sowrwffaphalo Swite in Digha Nikdva caplains these Towr ahstentions in the
folloaving way'™ Absienlion Fom lving means nol only speaking truth, bul
holding 1o the wuth, Grmmess, reliubilitg and no deceiver of the world,
Abstention from divisive speech 1s expluined as delighting in creating concord.
The third virtue ie refraining from otfensive speech means loving and polite
speech that touches the heart of the people and pleasing to them alse. The last
virtwe ol the right speech 19 abstention Trom idle talk is explained ag walk worth
treasuring, seasonahle, logical. restricled and comected with the goal.

In the Abkaya- Surre we fiend rightl speech is defined ws Tactoal, wue, benelicial,
endearing und agreeable to others™, In the Angartara Nifova tight speech is that

kind of speech which “isspoken at the right time. [t is spoken in truth. It is
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spoken affectionately. TU 13 spoken beneficially. Tt is spoken with a mind of
gi.wd—vl-'ill']?." lhe frivirrake, another Buddhist lext slvocutes that wlling a
deliberate lie is evil. The text reads:
“The person who lies,
whu rumgsgresy o (his one: Lhing,
transcending concern for the world bevond:
there's no evil

b mright nol do™®,

Conclusion:

Thus, we fnd See o Truth s wsed in the Ancient Indian Texts in hath
metaphysical and ecthical sense that denoles a supreme viroe. [0 sipnifies that
aone should be true as well as consistent with reality in words, thoughts and
decds, I these texts, Truth or ruthfoless s viewed as one of the spiritual
prachees that 15 essential m pun Geation of one’s bady, mind and soul m order Lo

attain the highest reality i.e. libaration.
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